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“WELCOME BACK FR. CHRIS
GLAD TO HAVE YOU BACK!”

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA , ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA
HIS GRACE BISHOP THOMAS, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON,
OAKLAND , AND MID-ATLANTIC

REVEREND FATHER SERAPHIM MOSLENER

We take this opportunity to welcome those guests praying with us.

Anyone wishing to request prayers for Health and Well-being, or a Trisagion prayer,
please contact Fr. Seraphim

The Orthodox Church understands that the sacraments we experience are a fundamental
part of the sacred life of a worshipping community that shares in “one body...one faith”.
(Eph. 4:5). Thus, we can only share Communion with those who are Orthodox and who
have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and Confession. If you are not Orthodox, or
are not properly prepared, you are welcome to come forward and receive a blessing and
then to take a piece of the blessed bread.




DIVINE LITURGY FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 09, 2024
TONE 5 /7 EOTHINON 8

SIXTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA: SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
CYRIL, ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA; PELAGIA AND THE THREE VIRGIN-MARTYRS OF CHIOS

Priest: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life!

Choir: Sings this twice, and the Liturgy continues with the Great Litany.
THE FIRST ANTIPHON

Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to
Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)
THE SECOND ANTIPHON

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon
us, and have mercy upon us.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.

That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the peo-
ples give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give thanks to Thee. (Refrain)

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
THE THIRD ANTIPHON

Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those that hate Him flee from be-
fore His face.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon
those in the tombs, bestowing life!

As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire. (Refrain)
So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad. (Refrain)
This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. (Refrain)




RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in
the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

O beloved Apostle of Christ God, Come quick and save a people with no recourse. He who let
you rest your head on his breast, will not reject your pleas on our behalf.  Beseech him
then, O wise and holy theologian. Dispel from us the dark and omanous clouds of disbelief.
Grant us all of his peace and great mercy.

THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power
of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Re-
joice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

THE EPISTLE
Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us.

Save me, O Lord, for the godly man is no more.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34)

In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a
slave girl who had a spirit of divination, who brought her masters much gain by soothsaying.
She followed Paul and us, and cried out saying: “These men are servants of the Most High God,
who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And she did this for many days. But Paul was an-
noyed, and turned and said to the spirit: “I charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her masters saw that the hope of their gain
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers;
and when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our
city, and they, being Jews, are setting forth customs which are not lawful for us to receive or
observe, since we are Romans.” The multitude then rose up together against them, and the
magistrates tore their garments off them, and commanded to beat them with rods. And when
they had inflicted many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to
keep them safely. Having received such a charge, he cast them into the inner prison, and fas-
tened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earth-
quake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened. And the jailer, being roused out of sleep and
seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the
prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried out with a loud voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for
we are all here.” And he called for lights and rushed in, and fell down before Paul and Silas
trembling with fear, and brought them out and said: “Masters, what must | do to be saved?” And
they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
And they spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to all who were in his house. And he took them
the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and his entire
household. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before them, and rejoiced
greatly, with his entire house, in that he had believed in God.




THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And His dis-
ciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Je-
sus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God
might be made manifest in him. | must work the works of Him who sent Me, while it is day;
night comes, when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”
As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s
eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So
he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he;”
others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I| am the man.” They said to him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my
eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so | went and washed and received my sight.”
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “| do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the
man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said
to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” Some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a
man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among them. So they again said
to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?” He said,
“He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents an-
swered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we
do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for
himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the syna-
gogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they
called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this
man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, | do not know; one thing | know, that
though | was blind, now | see.” They said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open
your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do
you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And they reviled him,
saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken
to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” The man answered,
“Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes.
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does
His will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him
out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do you believe
in the Son of God?” He answered, “And who is He, Sir, that | may believe in Him?” Jesus
said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, | believe.”
And he worshiped Him.




MEGALYNARION FOR SAMARITAN WOMAN IN TONE ONE

The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace: O pure Virgin, rejoice, and again | say,
rejoice; for thy Son hath arisen from the grave on the third day.

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord hath arisen upon thee;
dance now and be glad, O Zion, and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos, in the arising
of Him Whom thou didst bear.

JUNE / JULY SERVICES
June 8th Saturday—Great Vespers 5PM

June 9th Sunday—Matins 9AM / Divine Liturgy 10AM
SUNDAY OF BLIND MAN /Council Meeting @ 12N

June 12th Wednesday Evening—Divine Liturgy 6PM
ASCENSION—Leavetaking of Pascha

June 15th Saturday—Community Breakfast 8:30-10:30AM
Great Vespers 5PM
June 16th Sunday—Matins 9AM / Divine Liturgy 10AM
FATHERS’S OF 1ST COUNCIL / Father’s Day Brunch

June 22nd Saturday—Saturday of Souls 9AM
Trisagion for Mary Buksa @ 4:30PM
Great Vespers 5PM
June 23rd Sunday—Matins 9AM / Divine Liturgy 10AM
PENTECOST followed by Kneeling Prayers

June 29th Saturday—NO GREAT VESPERS

June 30th Sunday—Matins 9AM / Divine Liturgy 10AM
SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

July 1-6— FR. SERAPHIM ON VACATION

July 6th Saturday—NO GREAT VESPERS
July 7th Sunday—Matins 9AM / Divine Liturgy 10AM




Prayers are offered for the health and well-being of:

Fr. Steven, Kh. Paraskeva, Ann, Carol, Debbie, Jim, Aiden, Shannon,
Justin, Sassic Family, Harriet, Jan, Fr. Andrew, Frank, Lievone, Cindy
and Julianna.

For Thou are the Resurrection, the Life, and the Repose of Thy
servants who have fallen asleep especially:

Prayers are offered in memory of Infant Micah and Eleanor.
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“THOUGHT FOR THE DAY”

Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make
Our home with him.” (John 16:23). When a new person is
baptized or Chrismated we say to that person, “Welcome
Home!” The Church is where each person voluntarily be-
longs as one who believes in and belongs to Christ.
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“ALL ARE WELCOME”

GRADUATION PARTY FOR SOFIA SASSIC
GRANDDAUGHTER OF KATHY & PERRY SASSIC
SATURDAY JUNE 15TH FROM 12-4:30 IN CHURCH HALL
R.S.V.P. TO PERRY 724-888-0250
OR KATHY 724 630 0390
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elen Keller, who became a famous author and lecturer despite being
born deaf and blind, was once asked if she thought there was
anything worse than not having her sight. “Only one thing is worse
than blindness,” she replied, “and that is to have eyes and not to see!”

The truth of Helen Keller's words are painfully obvious in this morning’s
Gospel lesson. Christ encounters a man who has been blind from birth.
Because of his handicap, the blind man is somewhat of an outcast. Even
the Apostles question their Master: “Who sinned that this man should
have been born blind?”

What is the reaction to Christ’s miracle of giving sight to the blind man?
Some of his neighbors express doubt that he is really the same person
they knew to be sightless. The Pharisees question him as they would a
common criminal. The man’s own parents distance themselves from him,
refusing to get involved in the controversy. The eyes of everyone were
blinded to the fact that the Lord had chosen this unfortunate man to be
a means of showing His power.

Sadly, many in today’s world do not see Jesus as being the LIGHT OF
THE WORLD, stubbornly remaining mired in the darkness of sin. May the
words of the Kondakion for this Sunday remind us of our need to be
illumined by our Saviour: “I come to You, O Christ, like the man blind
from birth, and | cry to You with repentance: You are a radiant and
glorious light to those who stumble in darkness.”
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